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Account, of a Charitable fund. 
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of his power, was to put them to 
a cruel death. He hired for his 
guards, a number of these Gauls, 
who, recently employed in ravaging 
Macedonia and Greece, were inu- 
red to murder and plunder; and 
his chief minster was Calliphnn, 
one of the agents of Agathocles, 
tyrant oi Sicily. Thus supported, 
his avarice and barbarity knew no 
bounds, and his hands were sullied 
with the most atrocious crimes. 
His chief delight seemed to be in 
blood ; for he often ordered his 
guards to slay before his eyes 
persons who had given him no of- 
fence, and from whose death he 
couM expect no advantage. 

A tyranny so disgusting, could 
scarcely be of long duration ; and 
indeed could not subsist, as soon 
as Macedonia enjoyed the benefit 
of a regular government. Antl- 
gonus Gonatasj the son of Deme- 
trius, bad kept possession of Bueotia, 
and some other parts of Greece. 
After different wars, in which he 
had but little success, he main- 
tained a contest against Antiochus, 
the son of Seleucus, which was con- 
cluded by a treaty of amity, and 
his espousing the daughteriof Se- 
leucus and Stratonice. On this he 
turned Jiis thoughts to the recovery 
of Macedonia, which had been for 
some time a prey to anarchy and 
the Gauls. He proceeded thither 
by sea; and had scarcely landed, 
when he cut in pieces a body of 
Gauls, who had come to plunder 
his camp and fleet. Soon after he 
laid siege to Cassandria, which 
was justly deemed one of the keys 
of the country : but Apollodorus 
had a strong garrison of foreigners, 
and had taken all the necessary 
measures for an obstinate defence.. 
After having besieged the place 
ten months, Antigonus despaired of 
becoming master of it by force, 
and therefore had, recourse to strata- 



gem. He broke up the siege, and 
directed Aminias, the commander 
of the Pirates, who formed a part 
of his fleet, to enter into hegocia- 
tton with Apollodorus for peace, 
and promise him a supply of wine 
and provision, of which he began 
to stand in need. Seduced by these 
appearances, and supposing Anti- 
gonus at a distance, Apollodorus 
became negligent in his guard of 
the city. Of this negligence Ami- 
nias availed himself, making him- 
self master of the place, which he 
entered in concert with Antigo- 
nus, whom he had apprised of what 
was passing. The tyrant, thus 
taken unawares, was delivered up 
to the fury of the people, who, 
first burned his daughters to death 
before his eyes, after which they 
flead him alive, and then threw 
him into a caldron of boiling 
water. 

T.O.C. 
Islington, Nov. 5, 1811. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ACCOUNT OF A CHARITABLE FUND OF 
FORTY GUINEAS, PRODUCED BY THE 
SKILL AND INDUSTRY OF FIVE 
YOUNG LADIES, IN THE SPACE OF 
ONE YEAR. 

TjUVE young ladies in a consider- 
•*■ able town in England, resolved to 
devote their leisure hours to the 
service of suffering humanity. They 
expended, successively, twenty gui- 
neas in the purchase of materials- for 
various kinds of fancy work, with 
the avowed intention of reimbursing 
themselves, as it was not their in- 
tention to devote more than their 
time and skill to the general species 
of charity they had in contempla- 
tion. They made every sort of fan- 
cy work, boxes, workbags, pin- 
cushions, needle-books, thread-ca- 
ses, every thing in short of this 
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kind, demanded by whim, va- 
nity, and taste. They also made 
large square toilet pincushions of 
white marseilles quilting, fully trim- 
med with double rows of muslin, 
and watch-pockets for beds to cor- 
respond. 

How to sell these articles, which 
were exquisitely finished, seemed the 
difficulty. The shop-keeper will 
seldom give, a fair price for any 
thing offered by private hands ; and 
if he did, still his profit would de- 
duct much from the charity. To be 
a tax on unwilling friends, and per- 
haps uncharitable acquaintance, is 
always painful, and sometimes creates 
an uneasy sense of obligation. 

To avoid this, the young ladies 
engaged a standing, as it is called, 
at i he great annual fair ot the town 
in which they lived, and an intelli- 
gent person to attend it. '1 his stand- 
ing was line -t with green bai^e, and 
ornamented with wreath* of natural 
floweis, and draperies of white mus- 
lin : the words of " Charitable Fund," 
were displayed in large letters on the 
top. The sale was so good as to 
produce a nett profit of forty gui- 
neas, after every expense was de- 
ducted. 

The monevwas expended in coals, 
medicine, and food, for the most 
necessitous families in the town, and 
in completely clothing ten poor 
women. They used serge for the 
gowns, as warmer and more useful 
than any other material. They 
bought i.t'by the piece for 3*. Id. per 
yard, and four yar.ls made a gown. 
They cut out all the clothing of the 
women, and paid the woman her- 
self for making it, wherever she was 
found capable, gowns excepted, 
those they had made at a shilling 
jeach, by a mautua-maker. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE MANNER OP 
CONDUCTING FUNERALS J WITH A 
FEW REMARKS RESPECTING ANCIENT 

customs, ire. 

T WAS much pleased at reading 
some directions that were annexed' 
to the. account of the death of Hugh 
Kirk, late of Belfast, as given in the 
Magazine No. 29, left by him to be 
observed alter his decease, respecting 
the maimer of conducting his fu- 
neral, &c. Frequently since that 
period I have been desirous of 
bringing into public notice the fol- 
lowing example of a similar kind 
in the cise of Joseph Millar, who 
died near Diomore, upwards of three 
years ago; he left behind him in 
writing, the following memoran- 
dum, as a testimony against the 
extravagance too frequently mani- 
fested at such times, particularly in 
country places. That it may ex- 
cite useful reflections in the minds 
of others, is the only end I have in 
view, in now bringing it forward. 
It is as follows : 

" Memorandum of the manner in 
whxh I desire my funeral may be 
conducted after my decease 

" I desire, that when my last con- 
flict is over, my body may be wrap- 
ped in a sheet, and laid on the 'bed 
where I usually slept, there to re- 
main without undergoing any kind 
of operation whatever, uutil it be 
found convenient to put it in a cof- 
fin, which I desire may be made 
plain and simple, without covering 
or colouring of any kind, or orna- 
ment, escutcheons, &c. I desire 
there may be no wake, (as it is cal- 
leu), or of numbers gathering on the 
occasion. This is a custom I have 
long thought inconsistent, and tends 
to introduce irregularity, levity of 
behaviour, and unprofitable con- 



